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Starling Project Foundation Presents 

Fifth Annual Great Wall International Music Academy 

Musical training and performance academy for string players opens July 11 in Beijing

CINCINNATI—Now in its fifth season of educating highly talented string players, The Great Wall International Music Academy (GWIMA) begins July 11 in Beijing, China and continues through August 1. Founded by the German-born violin pedagogue Kurt Sassmannshaus and sponsored by the Starling Project Foundation, the Hong Kong Great Wall Music Foundation, the Cho Chang Tsung Foundation of Education, the Bein & Fushi, Inc., the Asia Pacific Arts Management Ltd. and the College-Conservatory of Music, University of Cincinnati in 2005, GWIMA brings together the current and future generation of outstanding string soloists and teachers for  26 days of musical training, performance and cultural exchange.  Acclaimed by the Cincinnati Enquirer as “the first festival of its kind to bring together the best of Western and Chinese musicians”, these world renowned string masters and young gifted string students will converge on the main academy site, Grand Epoch City, for private lessons, master classes, chamber music coaching, faculty and student concerts and solo opportunities with a professional orchestra. Grand Epoch is located in a stunning setting in close proximity to a section of the Great Wall of China, 52 kilometers from downtown Beijing. All classes are conducted in English and Chinese.  “[This summer academy] was the most professional…There was no doubt that [it] was the strongest and had the highest level...”said The Little Performer Magazine, China and “[The students] study, listen to music and perform. They are…very determined…Everything is perfectly organized.” said La Stampa, Rome.

Great Wall International Music Academy Faculty

Since 2005, the GWIMA faculty comprises an international roster of teachers from the United States, China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Korea, England and Germany including Lin Yaoji, China’s most revered violin pedagogue.  In addition to Professor Sassmannshaus, the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music(CCM) is represented at GWIMA by CCM faculty members Piotr Milewski, violin, Anna Vayman, violin, William Grubb, cello, Yehuda Hanani, cello, and Frank Weinstock, piano.  Other GWIMA faculty and guest artists come from top conservatories such as the Beijing Central Conservatory of Music, Shanghai Conservatory of Music, SiChuan Conservatory of Music, Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts, Taipei National University of the Arts, Curtis Institute of Music, Manhattan School of Music , Royal Academy of Music, Hochschule für Musik Köln, Musikhochschule Lübeck, San Francisco State University Rice University, University of Iowa and Peabody Conservatory of Music.  

GWIMA 2009 Beijing Concert 

This year’s GWIMA schedule includes three public concerts in Beijing.  These high-profile concerts are held in the acoustically acclaimed Beijing Concert Hall which seats 2,000.

Opening Concert - The opening concert is scheduled on July 13th at 7:30 p.m. and features the GWIMA violin faculty, prominent Chinese violinist Chai Liang will be performing the first movement of Beethoven Violin Concerto accompanied by the China Broadcasting and Film Orchestra led by Maestro Tao Fan.  Other programs include GWIMA young artists performing movements from the Prokofiev Violin Concerto, Mendelssohn Violin Concerto, Walton Viola Concerto, Elgar Cello Concerto and Bruch Viola Romance. 

The Great Wall String Quartet Concert- The second public concert will feature the highlight of the season - the Great Wall String Quartet.  This new chamber music ensemble is the brainchild of the president of the Academy, Kurt Sassmannshaus, to celebrate the fifth anniversary of the organization. The quartet, which gathers four of the most successful and accomplished young Chinese artists today, Wei Lu (violin), Qi Zhou (violin), Chi-Yuan Chen (viola), and Yao Zhao (cello) will further enhance the successful chamber music tradition of the Academy.  During the academy, the Great Wall String Quartet, as the quartet in residence and chamber music coaches, will further enhance the successful chamber music tradition of the Academy. 

Though living and working in two different continents, the members of the quartet have collaborated in concerts and performances long before the establishment of the Great Wall String Quartet. Coming from different backgrounds, they will unite their talent and passion, share their knowledge in music, and use music as the universal language to let their intimate and heartfelt interpretations be the bridge to connect to each other and to the audience. 

Wei Lu, the concertmaster of the Deutsches Symphony-Orchester Berlin, (formerly the Berlin Radio Symphony Orchestra) was the first violinist selected to join the Anne-Sophie Mutter Circle of Friends Foundation. His concertmaster position, which was filled after 17 auditions, makes him one of the youngest concertmasters around the world leading a major orchestra. 

Qi Zhou was invited by Maestro Justus Frantz to join the Philharmonie der Nationen as their second violin principal prior to his appointment as a violinist of the Munich Philharmonic in 2001. He was later chosen by the Munich Philharmonic to join its prestigious chamber orchestra, Philharmonisches Kammerorchester Muenchen. 

Before joining the San Diego Symphony Orchestra, Taiwanese violist Chi-Yuan Chen, was a winner of the 2004 International Paris Viola Competition, Ville d’Avary. He has also frequently performed with the Boston Chamber Music Society, and collaborated with distinguished artists including members of the Arditti, Brentano, Emerson, Guarneri, Mendelssohn, and the Cleveland Quartet, Colin Carr, Ani Kavafian and Yo-Yo Ma. 

Described by the New York Concert Review as “a superb cellist with intense and sensuous sound,” and by the Los Angeles Times as “being able to handle the most intricate musical works with unblinking ease and expressive zeal,” cellist Yao Zhao is the principal cellist of the San Diego Symphony Orchestra. He has also been teaching at the Idyllwild Arts Academy and Idyllwild Arts Summer Festival since 2000. 

The Great Wall String Quartet will be performing string quartets by Shostakovich and Hugo Wolf.  Guest pianist Haeri Suh from the University of Cincinnati, College-Conservatory of Music will join the quartet at the second half for the Dvořák’s Piano Quintet. 

The Great Wall Soloist Concert – The third and last public concert is dedicated to the future generation of the classical music.  All the enrolled GWIMA young artists will give performances in different settings.  The string orchestra, formed by selected GWIMA young artists, will perform works by Mozart, Greig, Gershwin and Dvorak.  This string orchestra will also accompany all the solo performances that night.  

In the program, Dvorak’s Serenade for Strings will be performed in memory of Prof. Lin Yaoji – China’s most revered violin pedagogue and GWIMA violin faculty who passed away this year.  For the last performance of the night, the stage will be filled up by all GWIMA young artists performing the first movement of the Mendelssohn String Octet.

GWIMA 2009 on Campus Concert

In addition to the three Beijing public concerts, the academy will present four faculty concerts and ten young artist recitals on campus.  All on campus performances will take place at the 7:30p.m.in Grand Epoch City’s GWIMA On Campus Concert Hall.  

On campus faculty concerts bring together guest artists and GWIMA faculty members performing chamber music in different settings.  These concerts are unique opportunities for young artists to observe and learn from these world renowned strings masters.  Here are the faculty concerts series at a glance:

· July 17th’s program includes the Mozart Piano Quartet in G Minor, Debussy Violin Sonata, Schubert Quartettsatz in C Minor and Mendelssohn String Quintet in B flat Major.  

· July 22nd’s concert features the Great Wall String Quartet performing Schubert’s String Quartet No. 14 in D Minor and Dohnányi’s Piano Quintet No. 1 in C Minor with guest pianist Xiao Tang Tan.  

· July 24th’s program includes the Beethoven Piano Trio in C Minor, Brahms String Sextet in B flat Major.  CCM pianist Haeri Suh will perform Chopin’s Andante Spianato and Grade Polonaise.  

· July 30th’s program includes the Bach Cello Suite No. 3 in C Major, Brahms Violin Sonata in G Major, Handel-Halvosen’s Passacaglia and will end with the Mozart String Quintet in C Major.  

Total ten young artist recitals in three weeks provide ample performance opportunities to all enrolled GWIMA young artists.  Students apply three days ahead of the recital date, and the final program will be determined by the artistic director.  The scheduled young artist recital dates are on July 14, 15, 16, 18, 19, 21, 23, 25, 28, and 29.

GWIMA Concerto and Chamber Music Competition

The mission of the GWIMA competitions is to recognize and encourage excellence and musical artistry, to expand performance opportunities and to reward the finest young string players from the academy.  All competition activities will be held on campus at the Grand Epoch City.  Both competitions are administrated by a small group of GWIMA faculty under the artistic directorship of Kurt Sassmannshaus.  The winners of the competitions will receive different levels of scholarship for next year’s attendance and get the honor to perform at the winners’ concerts on July 31 at 3:00 p.m.  The competitions are open to the public; the Concerto Competition will be held on July 24 at 2:00 p.m. while the Chamber Music Competition is scheduled on July 30th, also at 2:00 p.m. 

Lessons, Coaching and Sightseeing

GWIMA offers an intensive academic schedule of lessons, chamber music, recitals, master classes, and solo opportunities with orchestra.  Each young artist receives two weekly private lessons in the morning with the assigned major teacher. In the afternoon, the academy schedules two master classes featuring guest artists or GWIMA faculty members, providing an exceptional opportunity for young artist to receive comments from globally recognized musicians.  Experienced pianists will be available for lessons and rehearsals.  

A departure from typical summer music programs that focus students on orchestral music, GWIMA is designed to train young string players as soloists and chamber musicians. We believe chamber music develops musical, cooperative, and leadership skills.  All young artists will be assigned to a chamber music group that stays together for the entire time of the academy. Quartet rehearsals and coachings are scheduled in the afternoons, and each chamber group receives two weekly coaching sessions from the resident string quartet members.   

Beijing, the heart of China, is a cultural center and provides some of the top attractions in the world.  As a part of our aim to provide cultural exchange between China and other counties, the academy will organize at least two sightseeing trips to some of the most desirable locations such as the Great Wall of China, Forbidden City, Summer Palace and Temple of Heaven.    

About The Starling Project Foundation and its programs

The Starling Project Foundation is a 501 (c) (3) organization that has supported classical music training for highly talented string players since 1987. Starling’s comprehensive training programs offer performance, touring and recording opportunities in a challenging but nurturing environment. The training programs include the Great Wall International Music Academy, Starling Preparatory String Project, Starling Chamber Orchestra, The Sassmannshaus Tradition and Violinmasterclass.com. 

The Starling Preparatory String Project provides musical training and performance opportunities to talented string players.  The program is especially tailored to the needs of young players, challenging them to reach their full potential through positive reinforcement, building self-confidence as a means of nurturing talent.  Our graduates have won prizes in major national and international competitions including the Tchaikovsky International Violin Competition and the Naumburg Competition.  Some now hold professional positions in top orchestras and conservatories.  

As part of the Starling Preparatory String Project academic curriculum, the Starling Chamber Orchestra has attracted wide-spread attention, including feature articles in The Washington Post and The New York Times. In addition to performances in Cincinnati, the Starling Chamber Orchestra maintains a busy international touring and recording schedule.  Since 1992, the orchestra has performed frequently at the Aspen Music Festival and has toured Europe, Korea, and China. The Starling Chamber Orchestra’s discography includes three discs on the Arte Nova Classics/BMG label.  Aspen Serenade, Simply Brilliant!, and The Four Seasons (recorded on rare violins) were produced by the Starling Project Foundation and have been highly praised by American Record Guide as “…superb string tone and remarkable discipline…a delight in every way.”

The Sassmannshaus Tradition is an innovative string program made available to a large number of young children in the Greater Cincinnati area.  The program provides musical instruction for children, ages four and above, to learn instrumental skills. Each child receives a weekly private violin/cello lesson and attends theory and chamber music group classes. Instrumental technique is taught with lessons while rhythm and note reading are presented in the classes. 

Violinmasterclass.com is a groundbreaking website launched by Kurt Sassmannshaus in 2004. Users enjoy free high-quality streaming videos of violin technique demonstrations, practice guides, performances and discussion forums. Currently the site is available in English, German and Chinese, and a Korean translation will launch later this year.  To date, Violinmasterclass.com has more than 21,000 subscribers and has garnered more than 32 million hits over the years.

Invitation 

The Great Wall International Music Academy would like to invite you to join us for this musical and cultural celebration.  Please contact us for your free press tickets to any or all concert events.  We appreciate if you could provide us your contact information, including emails and/or phone numbers if available.
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