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Great Wall International Music Academy Creates the Next Generation of String Soloists and Chamber Musicians

Young String Players from All Over the World Gather in Beijing to Celebrate the Essence of Classical Music 

CINCINNATI – Now in its sixth season of educating highly talented string soloists and chamber musicians from around the world, the Great Wall International Music Academy (GWIMA) begins July 14, 2010, in Beijing, China and continues through August 4.  Acclaimed by the Cincinnati Enquirer as “the first festival of its kind to bring together the best of Western and Chinese musicians”.  GWIMA brings together current and future leaders of the music profession.  It promotes cultural exchange by providing the highest quality of musical training and performance.  

GWIMA was founded in the summer 2005 by the Starling Project Foundation from the United States, with support from the Starling Foundation, Hong Kong Great Wall Music Foundation, Cho Chang Tsung Foundation of Education in the Taiwan, the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music and Asia Pacific Arts Management Ltd.  Every year, young gifted string players between the age of 10 to 25 from China, the United States, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singapore, Europe and around the world apply to this highly competitive music festival.  One of today’s most well known violin pedagogues, president of GWIMA and the Starling Project Foundation Kurt Sassmannshaus will be personally conducting the auditions.  60 selected young string players from around the world are chosen to stay at the Grand Epoch City resort near Beijing.  They receive private lessons, master classes, and chamber music coaching by internationally renowned faculty members from the world’s top conservatories. Private lessons are taught in the morning; the afternoon is set aside for chamber music coaching and master classes. With a series of high profile concerts in Beijing as well as many performance opportunities for students, faculty, and guest artists, GWIMA shares the joy of classic music with large audiences in prestigious concert halls.
In 2009, to celebrate the fifth anniversary of the organization, GWIMA invited four of the most successful and accomplished young Chinese artists today and formed the “Great Wall String Quartet”.   First violinist Wei Lu is the concertmaster of the Deutsches Symphony-Orchester Berlin and guest concertmaster of the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra.  Second violinist Qi Zhou is a member of the Munich Philharmonic and its prestigious chamber orchestra, Philharmonisches Kammerorchester Muenchen.  Violist Chi-Yuan Chen is an active chamber musician frequently performs with the Boston Chamber Music Society.  Cellist Yao Zhao is the principal cellist of the San Diego Symphony Orchestra.  During the academy the Great Wall String Quartet is the quartet in residence and coaches chamber music. Their presence will further enhance the successful chamber music tradition of the Academy. 

In addition to the Great Wall String Quartet, the GWIMA faculty comprises an international roster of top conservatory teachers from University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music, Beijing Central Conservatory of Music, Shanghai Conservatory of Music, Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts, Taipei National University of the Arts, and Wuhan Conservatory just to name a few.  This year, the academy is honored to invite two prominent violin soloists: Chinese violinist Ning Feng and French violinist Marina Chiche will perform during the opening and closing concerts. 
As part of the academy tradition, the evenings are filled with faculty and student concerts.  On campus faculty concerts bring together guest artists and GWIMA faculty members performing chamber music in different settings.  These concerts are unique opportunities for young artists to observe and learn from these world renowned strings masters.  Young artist recitals provide ample performance opportunities to all enrolled GWIMA young artists.  Students apply three days ahead of the recital date, and the final program will be determined by the artistic director.  
Students and faculty who have attended GWIMA have expressed very postive feedback about their experiences at the academy.  They enjoyed this summer festival’s creative and artistic atmosphere. In addition, the great reviews from major media sources in the US, China and Europe have established GWIMA as a musical bridge between China and the West.

The Great Wall International Music Academy would like to invite you to join us for this musical and cultural celebration.  Please contact us for your free press tickets to any or all concert events.  Please provide us with your contact information, including email address and/or phone numbers. For inquiries, please contact FangFang Li at starling@fuse.net.
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