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Starling Project Foundation Presents Fourth Annual Great Wall International Music Academy 
Musical training and performance academy for string players opens July 12 in Beijing

CINCINNATI—Now in its fourth season of educating highly talented string players, The Great Wall International Music Academy (GWIMA) begins July 12 in Beijing, China and continues through August 6. Founded by the German-born violin pedagogue Kurt Sassmannshaus and the Starling Project Foundation in 2005, GWIMA brings together the current and future generation of outstanding string soloists and teachers for 26 days of musical training, performance and cultural exchange. Some 80 of the world’s most gifted string students, ages 10-25, will converge on the main academy site, Grand Epoch City, for private lessons, master classes, chamber music coaching, faculty and student concerts and solo opportunities with a professional orchestra. Grand Epoch is located in a stunning setting in proximity to a section of the Great Wall of China, 52 kilometers from downtown Beijing. All classes are conducted in English and Chinese.

“I am delighted to welcome our young artists, faculty and audiences to the 4th annual Great Wall International Music Academy in Beijing,” said Kurt Sassmannshaus. “We have enjoyed an unprecedented applicant pool and I am very happy with the large increase in international students. The eyes of the world are focused on Beijing in this Olympic summer, and we will have a very exciting Academy in the weeks leading up to the Olympics.”

The Great Wall International Music Academy was founded with the generous support of the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music, The Dorothy Richard Starling Foundation and the Stradivarius Society. A departure from typical summer music programs that focus students on orchestral music, GWIMA is designed to train young string players as soloists and chamber musicians. “Sassmannshaus and company (the latter including the American String Quartet and Polygon Trio) are surely on to something,” said The Toronto Star. 
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Great Wall International Music Academy Faculty

The GWIMA faculty comprises an international roster of teachers from the United States, China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Korea and Germany including Lin Yaoji, China’s most revered violin pedagogue.  In addition to Mr. Sassmannshaus, the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music is represented at GWIMA by CCM faculty members William Grubb, cello; Piotr Milewski, violin; and Frank Weinstock, piano. CCM graduate Angela Santangelo serves as GWIMA staff conductor. Stanny Shiu, another CCM alumna, has served as GWIMA dean since 2006, and Chinese violinist FangFang Li, who earned her bachelor’s and master’s degrees from CCM, serves as GWIMA associate dean. The renowned American String Quartet is joined by University of Iowa-based Maia Quartet as quartets in residence and chamber music coaches, along with the CCM-based Polygon Trio.

Great Wall International Music Academy Highlights
This year’s GWIMA schedule includes five public concerts with student and faculty soloists accompanied by the China Broadcasting and Film Orchestra led by Tao Fan. These high-profile concerts are held in the acoustically acclaimed Beijing Concert Hall, which seats 2,000. In addition, five faculty chamber music concerts will be presented on campus in the Grand Epoch City Concert Hall. 

About The Starling Project Foundation

The Starling Project Foundation is a 501 (c) (3) organization that has supported classical music training for highly talented string players since 1987. Starling’s comprehensive training programs offer performance, touring and recording opportunities in a challenging but nurturing environment. The training programs include the Great Wall International Music Academy, Starling Preparatory String Project, Starling Chamber Orchestra, Starling Kids and violinmasterclass.com. Violinmasterclass.com is a groundbreaking website launched by Kurt Sassmannshaus in 2004. Users enjoy free high-quality streaming videos of violin technique demonstrations, practice guides, performances and discussion forums. Currently the site is available in English and Chinese, and a German translation will launch later this year.  To date, Violin Masterclass.com has more than 21,000 subscribers and has garnered more than 2 million hits per month.
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